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4 T H E  F l ; R  E A S T  

-VJA.R: Bacterin]. Warf' 

The volume, substance, nnd beaciirig of M;mcovr s cmicn ,  on 
bac te r i a l  warfare scern nore rala'tod t c r  long-rmge a i d  .g lobcl  
proptq;aida -targets than t o  n cmipnign ident i f  icd with the 
Korean War as  such. 
luctniice i o  associntc the negotiations with thc  charges, by 
coiicpnrisoiis bctwcen the pat tern of the current BW campnign 
nnd prcvious a t roc i ty  canpigns,  and by the troi:~endous cmd 
unusucl. s t r e s s  i n  Soviet hone mcdin, 

:?lie tremendous s t r e s s  on thc" charges i n  the  Soviet press 
aiid i n  radio propaganda directed t o  the home aiid regional. au.- 
dicncos is i n  d i r ec t  contrast ,  t o  lA(:~scow1s pr.st nvoidancc of! 
the Xorcan War i n  IAOR~C mcdia.. This strongly suggests t h a t  
the current c,ampaign is primarily designed as a .further 
intoilsif i ca t ion  of the 11Hate-1L!w5ca1f theme ra the r  than as ,.. 

This is a l so  suggosted by thc ro- 
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prccurmr of things t o  ,come n t  Pamunjoril,: . .  
...' 

Yolur.ic Chcrms : The volume, iu tcns i ty  and sustainedf,'naturc? of Scviet  
propngmda on al leged American use of bac te r ia l  tve.r,.in' Korea is unpre- 
cedentcd i n  prcvious propagandc. on the K o r ~ ' " W w t  a i d  ranks wi th  the. 
a t ten t ion  devoted t o  such top propaganda c t~aign)jr  ns the f o r m t i o n  of the 
E n s t  Wmriian mil Chiriese Ildemocracies: nnd Y WG.mB'cEue coiiununiquo on German 
rcmi l i tn r : i . zn t i i .  There have been some 347 broadcasts on the charges 
since they wcre introduced i n  Late February, arid 263 have occurrgd i n  the 
current SURVEY period. 
hone mdiencc on bac ter ia l  war exceeds the volume on any non-Soviet event 
' i n  the pas t  year.* In the second wcck, the t o t a l  nwxber of news i tem 
exceed:: .both a t tcn t ion  t o  May Dcy and the October Rcvolution. 
has bee8:aurpassed i n  t o t a l  1iu;::ber of news items only by the  recent 
ce lcbmt ion  of Soviet Armd Forces Dcy , 

Pr inc ipa l  Therncs: 

Moreover, the volume of newscasts t o  the Soviet 

The, event 

The p rQcfpa l  thenies of the bnc ter ia l  war propaganda are: 

1, 

2, 

3.  

4.  

It i s  a v io la t ion  of internat ional  law mcl morality, and the 
h e r i c a n  perpetrators ere I1wm crii:iinals, 

The United S ta t e s  is l i k e  N a z i  Germany aiid f a s c i s t  Japan; but 
' bo t  event1 Hitler's Germany dored t o  use t h i s  barbaric weapon. 

The current use of bac te r ia l  warfare increases the  poss ib i l i t y  
t ha t  atomic nnd chenicnl wxpons w i l l  be used i n  the future.. 

Thc use of BY/ was wi l l fu l ly  premeditated and carefu l ly  planned. 

I.,)st of thcse themes lend themselves nore readi ly  t o  long-range 'IHnto- 
Americat1 propagctnda than t o  d i r ec t  preparation for an inmediate resumption 
of h o s t i l i t i e s .  o r  t o  d i r ec t  prcssurc on the negotlations,  Furthermore, 
there is  iio attempt. t o  associate the negotiations with the charges. It 
appears t ha t  the.war merely offers the most convenient background f o r  these 
charges, 

news shows originated by tliese, roeional s td t ions  havo devoted t h e i r  en t i r e  
fpreign news coverage t o  tihe BW charg,es. 

These news shows are kidely relayed by Soviet regional s ' tat lons.  Several - 
a 
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Prorxqgnda Goa&: Sovernl cleinents i n  the propngandri strongly suggest 
the  poss ib i l i t y  t h a t  MoscotV1 s propngnnda cmpnign is directed toward world- 
wide and long-range t a rge t s  and not toward n wsumption of h o s t i l i t i e s  or  
changes i n  the s i tua t ion  a t  Polununjotn. 

a. The American decision t o  use bacter ia l  wwopqns n t  t h i s  time i s  adid 
t o  have been inotivatcd by milita Previous emphasis i n  Korean 
War commant )ins bccn on Arnericari 4ss uggross Siiess, and wcalmess propaganda 
has never been employed t o  any great extent; eves during the course of 
nctual h o s t i l i t i e s .  It seem8 doubtful t ha t  Moscow and Pekiiig would want t o  
p ic ture  a weak enemy i f  they wanted a pretext f o r  resuming h o s t i l i t i e s .  

' 

.b. 
the crime. There are no cal.ls t o  the Koreans t o  oust the tlcrirninalstt from 
t h e i r  t e r r i t o ry ,  nor are. there c a l l s  fo r '  any specif ic  type of retalip.t ion,  

c .  The charges a re  not exp l i c i t l y  related t o  the negotiations. There m e  
only generalized charges of insincerity,and these hhve characterized 
Moscow propaganda ever since the negotiations began. 
in te res t ing  i n  t h i s  connection tha t  the bacterial-war charges hnve not 
even been mentioned by the Koreans and Chinese a t  Pmnunjom.) 

The aa l l s  f o r  action are t o  ttpublic opfniontt which must r h o  up agninst 

( I t  is a t  l e c s t  

. 
' 

d.  
singled. out or  unduly emphasized. 
a t roc i ty  campaign and not a s  a new and more threatening ac t  of aggression. 

The spread of the bac ter ia l  wnr to  China is nent-ioncd 3ut not 
It ,is pictured as a phme of the whole 

The suggested poss ib i l i ty  t ha t  the campaign is an attempt t o  provide a 
ju s t i f i cn t ion  fo r  r a g b g  epidemics i n  Korea does not seem t o  explain the 
tremcndoue scale on which Moscow is exploiting the charges t o  a world 
audience. '.Moreover, there are  few mentions of actual  epidemics. 

past Precedent Last May: 
peak i n  a t roc i ty  propaganda on the Korean War occured i n  the month p r io r  t o  
Malik's 23 June truce b i d ,  
a t roc i ty  campaign could have been a desire t o  build up a propaganda brick- 
ground f o r  a virulent  and effect ive ItHate-Amcricatt campaign once a t ruce 
was achievad. The present emphasis on Anmican ltwar criminality, the  
attempt t o  link the United S ta tes  more closely with the Nczis and Japmese, 
and t o  l i n k  bac ter ia l  war with the atom could also serve post-truce 
purposes; they es tab l i sh  o. framework f o r  f'usthcr identifying the U,S, 
a6 the  chief th rea t  t o  world peace and for 'tpopula.rlt demands f o r  the t r ia l  
of the I t w a r  criininals.~' 

It also seems significPmt tha t  the  only previous 

One possible reason f o r  the t i m i n g  of the 

The foundation l a i d  l a s t  May and now appwently being l a i d  again %~uld also 
be R Soviet method of maintuiniiig tension and off -set t ing a possible "back 
t o  norinnlIt a t t i tude  on the pa r t  of the  Soviet and Chinese pcoples should 
a truc? be achieved. (The Free Greece Radio also charged Greek Government 
forces  with using bac ter ia l  weapons j u s t  before the end of h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  
1949. ) 
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, sov ie t  Involvement: The possibi l i ty  t ha t  the present charges are  more 

closely re la ted  t o  the long-range goal of whipping up anti-American 
sentiments ra ther  than t o  the Korean War is also suggested by the un- 
precedented degree of Soviet involvement i n  the protest  movement, Tho 
Moscow pro tes t  meeting of 13 March.receives volurninaus publ ic i ty  both 
a t  hone and abroad, and protest  meetings continue t o  be.held i n  c i t i e s  
and fac tor ies  throughout the country. 
the USSR since the war occurred during the Greek c i v i l  war nnd a t  the 
outse t  of the Korean War; the  Soviets have consistently avoided S U C ~ ;  
llpersonal protest”  propaganda and s imilar  l lprotest  meetings” even .in 
incidents which involved hostile foreign actions against  the USSR i tself .  
( A  Soviet  war veteran accused .the Americans of tlunheard-of cheek” when 

Liberator bomber violated the Latvidn f ront ie r  i n  ,April 1950, but t h i s  
was one of the r a re  instancas when a Soviet c i t ieon  was pictured as 
protest ing an action..in the outside world. Moroover, there were no 
pro tes t  meetings against  the six-odd Western ‘biolation6”of Soviet 
t e r r i t o r y  i n  the past  three yearo,) 

This self-involvomcnt propaganda takcs on more significance from the  f a c t  
t h a t  Moscovt has scrupulously mciintained a ncncommital . a t t i t u d e .  by not .  . 
i n i t i a t i n g  any large-scale o r  d i rec t  comment on the war. 
was shat tered when a l l  the big propagnndn guns--RED STAM, LITERARY GIZETTE, 
NEW TIMES, PMWA and IZVESTLA--opened up l a s t  week. 

The only protest  meetings inside 

This precedent 
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